Pancreatic ascites.
Pancreatic ascites is the accumulation of high protein, amylase-rich intraperitoneal fluid which occurs during the course of chronic pancreatitis, in association with rupture of a pseudocyst or disruption of a pancreatic duct. This is an uncommon complication, with less than 250 cases reported in the literature. We have treated 6 patients with pancreatic ascites. Five were males with a history of chronic alcoholism, but no known pancreatic disease. The diagnosis was made by ascitic tap and the site of the leakage identified by ERCP. Treatment was initiated with total parenteral nutrition in all cases. In 5 patients, the ascites failed to respond to medical therapy. Surgical intervention was indicted in 3 of these patients. The diagnosis of pancreatic ascites should be considered in patients with refractory ascites, and a combination of medical care and judicious surgery have contributed to an improved outcome.